
careful aiid respectful coiisideration to the argn- 
me& YOU have laid before me, alla I adinit they 
are cogent. I have not  heard the other side, D u t  
1 think thQJr are prim2 fncic very cogent argnmenTs 
indeed, aiid having regarcl to the coinpocjitioil of 
the DQpUtatiOll, and the aantliority wIiicIi I t  
po\ssc6ses, I can assure you that they will be most 
cnrefully ancl sympnthrticallg consiclered by me ancl 
w collagues. For the time being you wiI1 agree 
that, in view of the facts which I have statecl, \ire 
ramiot r e g a ~ d  thiq as ~otlicr than a qnestion virhicli 
reqnires veiy cnrefnl . a 11 d de t aileil esamiua t ion 
in  viam of all the interests conc~rncd. 

The Deputation thcn nitlidrcw. 

PETITIONS HANDED TO THR P R I N E  I\[INISTER BY 
MRS. BEDFORD I?BNFPICK, H O N .  SECRET.\RY OF 
THE SOCIETS FOR THE STATE REQISTRATION OY 
TRAINEID NURSES. 

1. A Petition fi;oin tlie Society for the  State 
hgistratioii  of Trained Surses oontaiiiing the 
names and qualifications of 2,64G trained and cer- 
tificated nurses, the memliers of the Society, of 
whom 265 are Matrons and Snperintendents of 
Nurses. 

2. A Petition fi*,oni the Tleicester Infirmary 
NiirseES’ League, signed by 1,860 persons, containing 
the  signatures of 286 Physicians and Sll~geOli6, oi 
324 Certificated Nurse’i, 38 Matrons, G Deputg- 
Lientenants, GO Jnstiem of the Peace, 150 Clergy, 
inchiding the Bishops of Glasgow and Nottingham, 
the Srtffragnn Bishop of Ripon, and the Hon. and 
Rev. E. Lyttelton, Hpnd ;\Taster of Eton $allege, 
38 Barristers and Solicitors, Q I I ~  ninny Hospital 
Governors and peisonfi of r-mial position. 

3. A Petition from the St. Bartholoniew’s Hos- 
pital Nuiws’ Lengne, contaiping the signatnres of 
1,253 peikoiifi, of ~ d i ~ o n i  553 are medical prac- 
titioneis and 227 Certjificnted Sisters and NWW. 

4. A Petition from the Victoria and Bourne- 
morith Nurses’ Leagrie, containing the signatnlles 
of 662 persoiis, of diom 101 are Medical Prac- 
titioneis, 14 we Matrons. and 106 Sistels and 
NIII’GM, 50 Justices of the Peam, 62 Clergy, m- 
clnding the Bishops of Durliam and Ely. 

5. A Petition fsom St. Johll’s Hou6e NIUYX& 
League, containing the signatiura of 137 &tnm3 
ancl Nul=, and 48 i\tedical Practitionels. 

6. A Petitio11 from the Chelsea Infirmaiy Nursed 
Leagne, containing the signaturw of inany 
MntrollS and N~iiwes of Yaoi~Lam IiifiImariW. 

7. A copy of Resoliitions passed in favour Of State 
Registratioll by the  General 3IcdioaI Council, 1889 : 
tile British lfedical Awciation, 1896, 1904, and 
1906 ; the Ii1teriiatioiial Conncil of NUISM, Buffalo, 
U.S.A., 1901, and Berlin, 1904; the 3fatrO11S’ 
Oouncil, 1900 j the Society for S t a b  Registration, 
1903 and 1909 ; t h e  Registered Nu1YS86’ Society, 1904 ; 
by various NUIS’  Leagues, the Soottish bgistra- 
tion Committee, tJle Irish NIII’E~X~’ Association, t he  
National TJllion of Women Workers, the WOme11’6 
Indtlstrial Council, the Scottish Vomen’s Liberal 
Aseociation, and a t  several public m@tiWs;cs. 

Copies of petitio11 No. 1 can be obtained from 
the  Hon. Secretary, 431, Oxford Street, London, 
W. 

- 

IPrOgt‘e55 of State IRegl~tratfoit,~ - 
Hearty congratulations to the legislatures of . 

sis States of the American Union which have * 

succeeded in passing Nurses’ Registration Bills 
this Session. Twelve have been engagecl in 
legislation. The fate of sis Bills is still un- 
cleoidrd. The A w  rrirnn Jozirnal of Niirsiizg re- 
iiitirlrs “ While those States that have failed 
haw our sympathy, we feel that the season 
talrcii as a whole, has been gloriously success- 
€111. There are nom twenty-two States having , 
IRKS that define iiursing education.” 

Compare the treatment of trained nurses in‘  
the Unitecl Kingcloni and the United States of 
America. 

For tzuozty-two years we have earnestly‘ 
pleaded for just conditions of education ancl 
worl:, ancl have got nothing, and are still the 
sport of the ignorant, the esploiter, and the .  
sweater. The Americans have been working 
for eight years ancl have been given legal status 
in f t u c n f y - t w o  States. It is high time the 
autocratic men who govern so many of‘  
our London hospitals and dominate nurs- 
ing education, of which they know so little, 
saw themselves as others see them. .We. 
caniiot imagine they would enjoy the spectacle. 

To rc.t,urn to enlightenecl America. The. 
States which have this Session passed Nurses’ 
Rq$st8ratioii Bills are Nebraska, Oklahoma,. 
Wyoming, Texas, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. 
Some of these measures are not all the nurses- 
could desire, but as Miss Dock says, ‘‘ If some 
are poor, on account of the mercenary opposi- 
tion, they affirm the principle, and for the nest 
ten thousand years the nurses of the future can 
amend and estencl them 1 ” 

-- 

THE ANNUAL MEETING. 
The Annual Meeting of the Society for the * 

State Registration of Trained Nurses will be.  
held on Saturday, the 29th inst., a t  the lVeclica17 
Society’s Rooms, 11, Chandos Street, Caven- 
dish Square, London, IIT. Miss Isla Stewart,. 
the President, wilI take the chair a t  4 p.m. 
Important business will be before the meeting, 
and it is hoped that every member who can 
will make EL point of being present. The. 
Society has lived through a strenuous and sue-. 
cessful year. 

WELCOME HELP. 
We beg to acknowledge with thanks the fol-.. 

lowing donations towaras the expenses of the. 
Nurses’ Registration Bill :- $ S. d. 

Mr. M. C. Walshe, J.P. ... 1 1 0 
M$s E. C. McGill ... ... 3 0 1  
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